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Arab India Spices LLC is the
second-largest manufactur-
er and processor of pulses in

the world and one of the largest
suppliers of value-added pulses,
staple foods and spices. The com-
pany was founded in the UAE in
1986 and has its headquarters in
Ajman. It offers a wide range of
products, including nuts, peas,
beans, seeds, spice powder and
whole spices. It operates one of
the largest distribution chains in
the UAE, with a fleet of more than
100 vehicles, and serves customers
on five continents. It became an
investor at Hamriyah Free Zone
in 2018, attracted by its port facili-
ties and its close proximity to the

araB inDia SPiCeS LLC

Dr Harish Tahiliani,
Managing Director

did about 70,000 tonnes and this
year we are aiming to beat 90,000.”
Desai is quick to give credit to the

team at HFZA. “The management
has always been so welcoming,
accommodating, reasonable and
understanding,” says Desai. “They
seem less rigid andmuchmore will-
ing to listen to and understand our
problems than we found elsewhere.
They’re ready to sit down with

you face-to-face, listen to your prob-
lems and then give you the right
solution. We have faced hurdles,
of course, but whenever that hap-
pened, the HFZA team was always
willing to listen and help us out.
Kudos to them, they’ve made our

lives very easy. It’s been a really
good experience.”

Petroleum Specialities FZE is
a wholly owned subsidiary of
Apar Industries, a leading In-

dian public company in the field of
electrical, metallurgical and chemi-
cal engineering, power transmission
conductors, and specialized petro-
leum and oil products. It opened
its UAE subsidiary in the Hamriyah
Free Zone in March 2017 to focus on
manufacturing speciality oils, espe-
cially transformer oil. The company
acquired a 30,000-square-metre plot,
of which some 18,000 square metres
is built up, with plans to develop the
rest of the site when extra capacity
was needed.

Rishabh Desai,
Director

PeTroLeUm SPeCiaLiTieS FZe ,
aPar inDUSTrieS

expanded since setting up in Ham-
riyah Free Zone. “We were the first
company to import pulses in a bulk
vessel and we were very unsure
about how we should handle the
unloading and clearing of the car-
go,” says Tahiliani.
“However, after the vessel ar-

rived, we were surprised that eve-
rything went very quickly and
smoothly with the help of the Ham-
riyah Free Zone authorities. This
gave us the confidence to increase
our volumes. We started bringing
in more vessels and finally decided
to build our own silo storage facili-
ty, which can now accommodate an
aggregate of 52,000 metric tonnes
of beans and pulses.”

Arab India Spices milling facility.
Its vessels berth at Hamriyah Port,
and it takes less than fifteen min-
utes to transport its bulk cargo to
the plant.
Harish Kumar Lal Tahiliani,

Managing Director of Arab India
Spices LLC, says, “The authori-
ties in Hamriyah Free Zone are
very cooperative and the ease of
operations here exceeds anything
we found in the other locations we
had looked at. The infrastructure
here is excellent and the authori-
ties are very friendly, helpful and
flexible. The procedures are sim-
ple, and the management team is
quick to resolve any issues.”
The company’s operations have

Setting up in Hamriyah Free Zone
had enormous appeal for Petroleum
Specialities. The GCC and North
Africa are huge markets for trans-
former oil, so expansion into a new
factory was essential. And, the UAE
was seen as an ideal location, being
geographically close to those impor-
tant markets.
Rishabh Desai, Director of Petro-

leum Specialities FZE, says, “The
ships carrying our raw material can
come all the way up to the jetty at
Hamriyah Free Zone. All we have to
do is connect pipes from the tanker
to our own tanks and the oil flows
in directly. It’s a huge cost saving.”
And since oil is a sensitive prod-

uct, this direct link from tanker
to factory provides zero chance of
contamination, which allows bet-
ter quality control. “Delivery times
to our customers are also much
faster,”says Desai, adding, “Now we
can operate a just-in-time model,
and completely customise the prod-

uct when we receive the order, giv-
ing us more flexibility, instead of
having to premix batches as we did
before.” The results have been spec-
tacular.
“In our first year of business, we

just about touched 45,000 metric
tonnes,” says Desai. “Last year, we

The AuThoriTies in
hAmriyAh Free Zone Are
very cooPerATive And
The eAse oF oPerATions
here exceeds AnyThing
we Found in The oTher
locATions we hAd
looked AT”

in our FirsT yeAr oF
business, we jusT AbouT
Touched 45,000 meTric

Tonnes. lAsT yeAr, we did
AbouT 70,000 Tonnes And
This yeArwe Are Aiming

To beAT 90,000.”
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